Diagnosis and control of neonatal losses in sheep.
Perinatal mortality is affected by a variety of management factors and disease processes that create significant losses for the sheep industry. Annual production losses prior to weaning include roughly 15% to 20% of the lamb crop. The majority of these perinatal losses occur during the prenatal, natal, and early postnatal periods, with the predominant wave of mortality occurring during the first several days following birth. Causes of perinatal mortality may vary between flocks and between geographic areas; however, four dominant categories of lamb loss consistently surface: (1) abortions; (2) hypothermia, starvation, and exposure; (3) pneumonia; and (4) stillbirth and dystocia. They account for roughly 50% to 75% of all documented perinatal losses. Veterinarians and producers need to work together to document the type of losses that occur in a given flock and then design economic prevention programs that address these problems. In most cases, traditional prevention programs will need to be replaced by a comprehensive management scheme addressing nutrition, genetics, housing, marketing, lambing husbandry, and labor.